
SanskritiManthan : International Journal of Empowerment 

& Indian Culture 
ससं्कृतिमथंन: सशक्तीकरण आतण भारिीय ससं्कृिीवरील आिंरराष्ट्रीय सशंोधन पतिका 

सशंोधनािनू संस्कृिीचा साक्षात्कार 
 

 

The Evolution Of Women’s Education In India From Vedic To 

Modern   Times 

                                          Miss. Rohini Prashant Ghogare 

                                          Miss. Dhanashri Premsing Girase 

                                                      Mr. Harshal Prakash Mali 

(Students Of, R.C. Patel Institute Of Management Research And Development, 

Shirpur) 

 

Abstract: 

This Research Paper Explores The Transformative Journey Of Women’s Education In India, 

Tracing Its Origins From The Vedic Period To The Modern Era. During The Vedic Age, 

Women Like Gargi And Maitreyi Were Revered Scholars, Symbolizing Gender Parity In 

Education. 

However, The Post-Vedic Period Saw A Gradual Decline In Women’s Access To Knowledge, 

Influenced By Socio-Religious Norms And Colonial Interventions. The Study Analyses Key 

Historical Phases, Including The Bhakti Movement, Colonial Reforms, And The 

Contributions Of Social Reformers Like Savitribai Phule And Pandita Ramabai. Furthermore, 

It Examines Post-Independence Policies, Constitutional Mandates, And Contemporary 

Government Initiatives Like Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao. The Paper Highlights Persisting 

Challenges Such As Gender Bias, Access Disparity, And Dropout Rates, While 

Recommending Sustainable, Inclusive Educational Reforms. By Understanding This 

Educational Evolution, The Study Aims To Contribute To More Equitable Gender Policy 

Planning In India.  
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Introduction:  

Education Is One Of The Most Powerful Tools For Social Transformation, Especially In The 

Context Of Women’s Empowerment. In India, The Journey Of Women’s Education Reflects 
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A Complex Interplay Of Cultural Values, Religious Ideologies, Social Movements, Colonial 

Policies, And Modern Reforms, From The Luminous Era Of The Vedic Age-Where Women 

Like Gargi And Maitreyi  [1] Were Hailed As Intellectuals And Spiritual Thinkers-To The 

Challenges Of The Medieval Period And The Progressive Efforts Of The 19
th

 And 20
th

 

Centuries [2-3], The Landscape Of Women’s Education Has Undergone Significant 

Transformation. 

This Research Begins With An Exploration Of The Vedic Period, A Time When Education 

Was Not Limited By Gender And Women Had Equal Rights To Knowledge And Spiritual 

Discourse [1]. However, The Subsequent Post-Vedic And Medieval Periods Witnessed A 

Gradual Regression In This Access, Largely Due To Restrictive Socio-Religious Practices 

And Patriarchal Structures [2]. The Paper Further Investigates The Influence Of Major 

Reform Movements The Paper Further Investigates The Influence Of Major Reform 

Movements And The Effort Of Pioneering Women Educators Like Savitribai Phule And 

Pandita Ramabai [4], Who Challenged Social Norms And Laid The Foundation For Women’s 

Literacy. The Impact Of Colonial Policies, Both Regressive And Reformative, Is Also 

Critically Assessed [3]. 

Post-Independence, The Indian Government Has Introduced Numerous Policies And 

Constitutional Guarantees To Uplift Women Through Education, Such As The Right To 

Education Act(2009) [5], Gender Sensitization Programs, And Flagship Schemes Like Beti 

Bachao, Beti Padhao [5]. 

Yet, In The 21
st
 Century, Challenges Like Gender-Based Discrimination, Unequal Access, 

Rural-Urban Disparities, And High Dropout Rates Among Girls [6] Persist. 

Through Historical Analysis, Social Critique, And Policy Evaluation, This Study Aims To 

Present A Comprehensive Understanding Of The Evolution Of Women’s Education In India, 

It Also Emphasizes The Ned For Sustainable And Inclusive Reforms That Ensure Equal 

Opportunities For Women Across All Strata Of Society. 

By Tracing This Journey, The Paper Not Only Uncovers The Educational History Of India 

Women But Also Contributes Meaningfully To Shaping Future Gender-Sensitive Educational 

Strategies And Policies. 

 

Objectives:  

1.To Trace The Historical Development Of Women’s Education In India, Starting From The 

Vedic Period To The Modern Era . 

2.To Identify And Analyse The Roles Played By Key Historical Figures Like Gargi, Maitreyi, 

Savitribai Phule, And Pandita Ramabai In Promoting Women’s Education  



SanskritiManthan : International Journal of Empowerment 

& Indian Culture 
ससं्कृतिमथंन: सशक्तीकरण आतण भारिीय ससं्कृिीवरील आिंरराष्ट्रीय सशंोधन पतिका 

सशंोधनािनू संस्कृिीचा साक्षात्कार 
 

3.To Examine The Socio-Religious And Political Factors That Influenced The Rise And 

Decline Of Women’s Access To Education During Different Time Periods  

4.To Study The Impact Of Reform Movements And Colonial Policies On The Educational 

Status Of Women In India  

5.To Evaluate Post-Independence Government Initiatives And Constitutional Provisions 

Aimed At Promoting Gender Equality In Education [5]. 

6.To Highlight Current Challenges In Women’s Education Such As Gender Discrimination, 

Access Gaps, And High Dropout Rates [6]. 

 

Methodology (Using Secondary Data): 

As This Study Is Based On Secondary Data, We Have Collected Data From Different 

Authentic Sources That Already Exist. We Didn’t Went To Field To Collect The Primary Data 

Like Surveys, Interviews, Etc Instead We Used Internet, Books, Reports, Articles And Other 

Documents To Collect The Secondary Data. 

The Following Are The Secondary Data Sources Used In This Research: 

1. Government Reports And Policy Document 

 To Study The Women’s Education After The Independence We Have Used 

Reports By The Ministry Of Education (India), UGC, And NCERT [5]. 

 Documents Like Right To Education Act (2009) And Schemes Like Beti 

Bachao, Beti Padhao Were Also Used [5]. 

 

2. Academic Books And Journals  

 Books About Pandita Ramabai And Savitribai Phule Give Detail Information 

About Their Contribution In Starting Schools For Girls And Fighting Against 

The Social Restrictions [4]. 

 Journals And Research Papers From Universities Were Used To Understand 

The Progress Of Women’s Education After Independence During The Colonial 

Times [3-4]. 

 

3. Historical Texts And Scriptures 

Ancient Texts Like The Rigveda Mention Women Scholars Such As Gargi And 

Maitreyi. All These References Help Us To Understand That Women Had An 

Important Place In Education During Vedic Period [1]. 

 

4. Social Reform Movements 
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Publications And Writings From Reform Movements Like Arya Samaj, Brahmo 

Samaj, And The Struggles Of 19
th

-Century Reformers (E.G., Raja Ram Mohan Roy, 

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar) Provided Insights To Push Women’s Education [3]. 

 

5. International Reports  

UNESCO Reports On Education And Gender Equality Were Also Used To Compare 

India’s 

Situation With Global Standards [7]. 

 

6. Statistical Data 

Data On Literacy Rates, School Enrolment Of Girls, And Dropout Rates Was Taken 

From Official Sources Like The Census Of India, National Sample Survey (NSSO), 

And Government Education Portals [6]. 

The Study Uses A Descriptive- Historical Method To Trace The Timeline And 

Transformation Of Women’s Education And A Content Analysis Approach To Analyse The 

Role Of Reformers, Policies, And Modern Challenges. 

By Synthesizing Insights From Credible Secondary Data, The Study Aims To Provide A 

Comprehensive Understanding Of Gender Disparities, Social Reform Impacts, And Policy 

Developments Shaping Women’s Education In India. 

 

Conclusion: 

The Journey Of Women’s Education In India Reflects Both Progress And Setbacks Shaped 

By History. In The Vedic Age, Women Like Gargi And Maitreyi Were Respected Scholars, 

Symbolizing Intellectual Equality [1]. However, Later Periods Witnessed Decline Due To 

Patriarchal Traditions And Religious Restrictions The Colonial Era Introduced Reformers 

Such As Savitribai Phule And Pandita Ramabai, Who Challenged Social Barriers And 

Revived Women’s Education . 

After Independence, Government Interventions Such As The Right To Education Act (2009) 

And Schemes Like Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao Significantly Expanded Opportunities For Girls 

[5]. These Efforts Improved Female Literacy And Enrolment Rates, Yet Challenges Like 

Gender Discrimination, Rural-Urban Gaps, Early Marriage, And Dropout Rates Persist.  

To Achieve True Equality, India Must Ensure Stronger Policy Implementation, Community-

Level Awareness, Inclusive Infrastructure, And Modern Opportunities. Women’s Education Is 

Not Just About Literacy-It Is The Foundation Of Empowerment, Gender Equality, And 

National Progress [7]. 
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